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REMARKS 



Claim Amendments 

By the amendments presented, Claims 1 and 15 are rewritten to incorporate thereinto the 
molecular sieve-defining Markush group from Claims 2 and 16, respectively. Accordingly, 
Claims 2 and 16 are also rewritten so that they now recite only the preferred 
silicoaluminophosphate types of molecular sieves. 

Further by the amendments presented, non-elected Claims 34-43 are canceled. Such 
claim cancellation is done without prejudice to applicants' right to pursue these canceled non- 
elected claims via one or more divisional applications. 

Upon entry of the claim amendments presented, Claims 1-33 remain in the application. 
No additional claims fee is due as a result of the claim amendments made. 

Invention Synopsis 

The present invention as now claimed is directed to molecular sieve-containing catalyst 
compositions, and the preparation thereof, whexein such compositions comprise a 
silicoaluminophosphate- or aluminophosphate-type molecular sieve component, hydrotalcite and 
a rare earth metal component. 

Restriction Requirement 

The previously applied restriction requirement, after applicants' traversal, has now been 
made FINAL. Accordingly, non-elected Claims 20-34 have, as indicated, been canceled from the 
present application. 

Allowed and Allowable Claims 

Claims 8-14 have been allowed, and Claims 2-5 and 16-19 have been deemed allowable 
if rewritten in independent form. With respect to the allowable claims, the subject matter of 

Page 8 of 10 

I:\BPC\LAW\Prosecution\EMCC Prosecution\2003B078\2003B078 US\2003B078 US - 2004Decl3 - Response to 1st OA.Ooc 

PAGE 31/33 1 RCVD AT 12113/2004 5:15:56 PNI [Eastern Standard Trnie] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/8 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:2818347413 * DURATION (mm-ss):08-16 



DEC- 13-2004 34:26 



EXXOMMCB * L 



28183^7413 P . 1 i ' 12 



Appln. No. 10/634,557 

Arndt. Dated December 13, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of September 1 3, 3004 

original Claim 2 has now been incorporated into Claim I, and the subject matter of original 
Claim 16 has been incorporated into Claim 15, thereby converting independent Claims 1 and 15 
into^allowable claims. Claims dependent, either directly or indirectly, from these amended and 
hence now-allowable Claims 1 and 15 should likewise also be allowable. 

Art Rejections 

Original Claim 1 and certain claims dependent therefrom have been rejected under 35 
USC §102 as allegedly being anticipated by EP-A-278,535. Original Claim 15 and certain 
claims dependent therefrom have been rejected under 35 USC §103 as allegedly being 
unpatentabiy obvious over this same EP-A-278,535 in view of WO 01/38271. Amendment of 
Claims 1 an 15 herein to convert their subject matter into that of allowable original Claims 2 and 
16 serves to obviate these art rejections of Claims 1 and 15 and all claims now dependent 
therefrom. 

Conclusions 

Applicants have made an earnest effort to place their application in proper form and to 
clarify the scope and presentation of the allowable subject matter claimed in the present 
application. WHEREFORE, reconsideration of this application, entry of the amendments 
presented, withdrawal of the claim rejections under 35 USC §102 and 35 USC §103, and 
allowance of amended Claims 1-33 are respectfully requested. 

Any comments or questions concerning the application can be directed to the undersigned 
at the telephone number given below. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date 





Attorney for Applicants 
Attorney Registration No, 37,918 
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ExxonMobil Chemical Company 
Law Technology Department 
P.O. Box 2149 
Baytown, Texas 77522 
Telephone: (281) 834-1743 (Direct) 
Facsimile: (281)834-2911 
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